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THE FINDS
Ai. D-shaped section. Length: 28.5mm. Width: 12mm. 
Height: 8.5mm. Internal diameter: 52mm (12.5% of 
the circumference). Central cord width: 3mm; Height: 
2mm. Phase 6. Context: KEM04 (pit associated with 
House 1).
SF628 (illus 10.70) A fragment of opaque white bangle 
with a slight greenish tint; Kilbride-Jones Type 3A, 
with triangular cross-section. Length: 26mm. Width: 
17mm. Height: 9mm. Internal diameter: 54mm (10% 
of the circumference). Phase 6. Context: KEM04 (pit 
associated with House 1).
SF629 (illus 10.70) A fragment of opaque white bangle 
with a slight greenish tint. The bangle has a large 
break that obscures about half of the top portion 
of the surviving fragment; this break looks to have 
occurred in antiquity, probably before deposition. The 
bangle is a Kilbride-Jones Type 3A with a D-shaped 
section. Length: 25mm. Width: 16mm. Height: 9mm. 
Internal diameter: 60mm (10% of the circumference). 
Unphased (probable Phase 6). Context: Unstratiﬁed 
(the post-excavation record describes this object as 
retrieved ‘from a plough-disturbed layer in the South-
west Entrance’).
SF630 (illus 10.70) A small broken fragment of opaque 
yellow glass bangle. The bangle is a Kilbride-Jones Type 
3B. The break has created a small triangular wedge but 
fortunately, about half of the cross-section survives. 
Not only is the general height of the bangle discernable, 
but enough of the internal curve of the bangle survives 
to allow for a projected estimate of the complete size of 
the bangle. However, these projected estimates should 
be treated with some caution, given the small size of 
the fragment. Triangular cross-section. Fragment 
size – Length: 9mm; Width: 9.5mm; Height: 7.5mm. 
Projected bangle size – Width: ?16mm; Height: ?8mm; 
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Internal diameter: ?50mm (6% of the circumference). 
Unphased (probable Phase 6). Context: Unstratiﬁed 
(described as overlying ‘an area of paving which 
contained rotary querns and may have been associated 
with the stone-built houses’; Peter Hill, in a letter of 
22nd August 1980, to R B K Stevenson: probably in the 
vicinity of House 8).
10.11 Coral bead
FRASER HUNTER
SF691 (illus 10.72) Sinuous irregular cylindrical coral 
bead, the ends rounded, with an irregular comma-like 
nodule on one side. The form is that of the natural 
coral, modiﬁed only by cutting the ends and by a very 
ﬁne longitudinal drilled perforation (Diameter: 1mm). 
Bright pinkish-red colour, with no sign of decay. 
Dimensions: 13 × 4.5 × 3mm. Phase 4. Context: CEJ 
(Structure D, primary ash deposit).
  Its bright colour and excellent condition initially 
gave rise to some suspicion over its antiquity, as coral 
usually becomes discoloured on prolonged burial; 
even in the favourable chalk soils of East Yorkshire, 
coral inlay on brooches and pins is discoloured to pink 
or off-white (eg Stead 1996: ﬁgs 40, 43). The ﬁneness 
and accuracy of the perforation is remarkable, and 
there were concerns that it could have been a modern 
loss (and perhaps even of plastic), even though it is from 
a sealed context. However, X-ray ﬂuorescence analysis 
by Dr Susy Kirk, and geological advice from Susan 
Chambers (NMS Geology section), conﬁrmed that it 
is indeed coral, most probably from the Mediterranean. 
Although coral was normally trimmed down for use 
as inlay in the Iron Age, there are good parallels for 
turning pieces into elongated beads, with similar 
examples from Maiden Castle, Dorset (Wheeler 1943: 
311, ﬁg 106, no 7); Danebury, Hampshire (Cunliffe 
1984: 396, ﬁgs 7.42, 5.4); and Battlesbury Bowl, 
Wiltshire (Legg 2008). There are also instances where 
coral has survived with its original bright red colour 
(eg on the Witham shield; Stead 1996: ﬁg 16). No 
other Scottish occurrences survive, but coral would 
rarely tolerate Scottish soil. Atkinson and Piggott 
(1955: 202) speculated, however, that the eyes of the 
birds on the Torrs horns once held coral studs, while 
the waist on the bow of the La Tène I brooch from 
Castle Law, Abernethy would suit a ﬁtting for a coral 
disc, as on other such brooches (Hull and Hawkes 
1987: 131). Thus, although the Broxmouth bead is 
an exceedingly rare case of pre-Roman contact with 
the Mediterranean world, there is circumstantial 
evidence of other such material in the Scottish Iron 
Age. We cannot reconstruct what its owner knew of 
the material’s origins, but it would have been a symbol 
of distant worlds.
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